202                      -SHERMAN'S ADVANCE.

was not halted for a day without elaborate fortifications.
The troops literally burrowed their way across the country.
It took, said the Rebels, six weeks to move fifteen miles ;
and the statement is not far from truth. On May 3d,
General Pope's Division won a victory of some importance
at Farrington, five miles northwest of Corinth, and the
cavalry pushed on to Glendale and cut the Rebel line of
communication there.

The Union army on May i^th was within five miles of
Corinth. Sherman was on that date sent forward to take
the Russell house, about midway between the two armies.
This he did after a sharp action, in which he handled his
troops with credit. Recogrdzing the strength and im-
portance of the position, Sherman at once fortified it
strongly. And at the same time Halleck's whole army
settled down to besiege Corinth after the orthodox fashion
now growing into use, i, e,, with elaborate intrenchments,
parallels and battery epaulements. Halleck believed that
Corinth was strongly fortified, and that it could only be
taken by siege. On May 2/th he was within a mile of the
Rebel lines, with his heavy siege guns in position. He
now ordered Sherman to advance, drive in the Rebel
pickets, and make a strong demonstration against Corinth
itself,

This task Sherman accomplished with masterly skill.
He had under him, on "this occasion, McClernand, Hurl-
but and John A. Logan. Generals Grant and Thomas
witnessed the engagement and expressed much admiration
of Sherman's ability in it. The position gained over-
looked at close quarters the Rebel fortifications around
Corinth, and not only the drum and bugle calls in the Rebel '
camp, but the noises of the town itself were plainly audi-
ble. Sherman entrenched himself strongly and broughte! If at Shiloh the
